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Title:  Why and How Study Doctrines? (DD-INTRO)

Purpose:  To convince the hearers of the importance of studying biblical doctrines and to instruct them as to how it must be done.

Introduction
We for the next several weeks and months, we will be studying biblical doctrines. But before we embark on that study, what I wish first to deal with is 1) the importance of studying doctrines and 2) the proper attitude in studying doctrines.

PART 1: THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING DOCTRINES
· Preface: The study of doctrines has become very unpopular in our day. Many today are indifferent to it and some are even fiercely oppose to it. The unwritten slogan today that governs so many churches is “ NOT creed BUT Christ”, as if the two are mutually exclusive. But why is this so? Why this negative attitude towards the study of doctrines?
I. THE REASONS FOR THIS NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS DOCTRINES

A.
1st, because emphasizing doctrines often leads to barren intellectualism.

1. And there is an element of truth in this. There are many who study doctrines as an end in itself. Purpose: not grow in holiness and godliness; but to only to satisfy their own itch for knowledge. Acts 17:21 (READ). 

2. It was this attitude that led many earnest Christians during the 18th century to cry down the study of doctrine. They say the barren intellectualism in many churches and they hated it. Therefore, they wanted to get rid of study of doctrine altogether.

3. The study of doctrines must never be an end in itself but a means to an end. And nothing can be more odious than mere barren intellectualism. But the fact that the study of doctrines can be abused and have been abused is no reason why we should get rid of it altogether. The fact that fire have often burned down many houses does not mean we are never to use it. So also the study of doctrines. Barren intellectualism is one danger we are to watch in the study of doctrines but that is no reason why we should not study doctrines.

B.
2nd, because studying doctrines leads to a proud and unloving attitude.

1.
And there is an element of truth in this - 1Cor 8:1 (READ).

a. Is Paul here opposing the study of doctrines? NO!  For in answering the practical questions raised by the Corinthians, Paul touches on doctrinal issues that impinge upon it. Moreover, in many of his letters to the churches, Paul deals with biblical doctrines. I.e. Ephesians, Colossians, Galatians, Romans. In addition, it was Paul’s practiced, as well as the other apostles, to teach Christians doctrines – Acts 2:41-42 (READ).
b. However, Paul was aware that knowledge, divorce from Christian love, could puff up our heads. And that is destructive and could lead to unnecessary divisions and factions.

2. However, the danger of becoming proud and not loving is no reason why we should not study doctrines altogether.  For it did not stop Paul, and the rest of the Apostles from teaching doctrines. This tendency and danger to pride is real and we must guard against it but that is no valid reason why we should not study doctrines altogether.

C. 3rdly, because studying doctrines often lead to unfruitful speculations and needless divisions.

1. And there is an element of truth in this. In fact, the Scriptures warn us of this. 

2. However, the warning of Scriptures does not include the study of biblical or sound doctrines but with doctrines that are not based of Scriptures. 1Tim 1:3-5; 2Tim 2:23 (READ.

D.
4thly, because studying doctrines demands mental exertion which many people do not like.

1.
1Pet 1:13 (READ). 
a. Language is very graphic.  During apostolic era men wore long loose robes. So if a man were to do some real hard and arduous task (like running, climbing) he would gather up the loose ends of his robe, fold it up in between his legs, and belt it around his waists. So to gird up the loins of your mind means to prepare it for some arduous task or labor, to prepare it for mental hard work.

b. Now that is what the study of doctrine demands. 

2.
2Tim 2:7 (READ). 

a. “consider”  =  “ponder” or “be applying your mind”

b. See the balance.  It is the Lord who gives us understanding of His word but that does not cancel out the need for us to ponder. And this is demanded in the study of doctrines.

3. However, many don’t like mental labor and sweat.

a. They don’t like to do some real serious thinking. And that’s why they don’t like the study of doctrines. 

b. And the dawning of the TV has aggravated this problem.

E.
5thly, because of present-day-denials of the clarity of Scriptures.

1. There are many today whose approach of study is to present the differing views about certain issues and, then leave it to the hearers to decide which position they are inclined to. Now this gives the impression that the bible is not really clear in many issues. And it discourages Christians from studying different issues with the Scriptures as their sole authority.
2. But the fact that there are different opinions amongst Christians in many issues is not an indication that the Scripture is not really clear. 

a.
For are we to accuse God of being a bad communicator? 

b.
Besides, what do the Scriptures teach? Ps 19:7-13; Ps 119:105 (READ) – Assumed in all these is that the Scripture is clear. Luke 24:25-27 (READ) – Note the fault did not lie in some obscurity in Scriptures but men’s slowness of heart to believe what the Scriptures teach -  2Pet 3:15-16 (READ) – Note “some things” not “most” or “many” – and even those “some things hard to understand” things are still not impossible to understand.
F.
6thly, because many are afraid and do not want change. 

1. The study of biblical doctrines could mean changing or adjusting our present beliefs and practice. And normally, we do not want and are afraid of changing especially if we are already comfortable in the position we are in.

2. But changing is not necessarily bad – if the change is for the better and not for the worse. If we do away with changing, then we will never grow or improve for the better.
Trans:  So although the reasons for this negative attitude towards the study of doctrine are understandable, and yet, there are not valid. And the study of biblical doctrine is still important and even indispensable. And why? Let me give you

II. REASONS WHY THE STUDY OF DOCTRINES IS IMPORTANT AND EVEN INDESPENSABLE.

A. 1st, because the gospel you Christian are to proclaim is rich in biblical or doctrinal content.

1. Rom 1:16-17, 18ff (READ). Paul expounds in a systematic way the necessity, the content, and the moral implications. The gospel that is the power of God unto salvation is rich in biblical or doctrinal content. So if you are to proclaim the gospel, then you must study biblical doctrines.

2. Which would you choose - a man who preaches the true gospel but with an impure motive or a man who preaches a false gospel but with a sincere motive? If you were to ask Paul, his answer is clear:

a. Phil. 1:15-18 (READ). Paul knew that some gospel preachers were preaching Christ not with pure motives. They preached the gospel with a view that they might gain recognition and have pre-eminence, over shadowing even the ministry of Paul. But how did Paul react to that? He rejoiced because they were still preaching the apostolic gospel.

b. CF  Gal 1:6-9 (READ).  Here Paul is no longer talking about motives in preaching but the content in preaching. And when it comes to that, he is unsparing in his judgment over those who are preaching a false gospel, even if they might be sincere in their motives. And why? Because a false gospel will no save but will only damn those who will embrace it. 

c. Analogy: Two doctors: one knows his trade but is after your money and another does not know his trade but sincerely really wants to help you. If you have real serious health problems, which of the two would you go? I don’t think you would go to the one who is sincere but does not know his trade or you could end up dead in the operation table. So also in preaching the gospel.

3. Therefore, if you are really to preach the gospel, then you must study biblical doctrines. For the gospel that we are to preach is rich in biblical doctrines.

B.
2nd, because the faith you Christian are to defend is rich in biblical or doctrinal 
content.

1. It is the solemn duty of Christians to propagate the truth but also to defend it from errors. And this is not just the work of the pastors but of all Christians. Jd 3-4 (READ).

a. The term translated “the faith” refers to the body of teaching that Christians believe in – that body of teaching that has been handed down to the saints in a full and final way. And the term translated “content earnestly” means to fight so as to hold the ground that the enemy is trying to take. 

b. The body of teaching is under fire. There are those who are trying to subvert, pervert, and destroy it. And we Christians are urged to content earnestly for that faith, to fight so as to hold the ground that the enemy is trying to take.

2. How can you defend the faith unless you know what the faith or body of teaching is?  Thus, the study of biblical doctrines is essential if you are to do your duty to defend the faith.

C. 3rdly, because Christian unity cannot be preserve and promoted apart from the study of doctrine.

1. People say “Doctrine divides. But love unites.” But that is not true. Yes - love is essential to unity but we need more than just love to maintain and promote unity - we need biblical doctrines.

2.
This is clear from Eph 4:1f 

a. In the context, Paul is speaking about Christian unity 4: 1-3 (READ). Then Paul speaks of those elements wherein that unity consists. 4:4-6 (READ). Then Paul moves to speak of the diversity of gifts the exalted Lord has given in order to preserve and promote that unity. 4:11-16 (READ).

b. Why has God given His universal church ministers of His word? One central purpose is to preserve and promote the unity of God’s people. Error and false teachings divide and therefore Christ has given men to His universal church who can teach His people the truth and thus preserve and promote their unity in the body of Christ.

c. Without the apostolic and prophetic writings that are now part of our Bibles, do you think we Christians can ever preserve and promote our unity?  Impossible!  Christians will just be doing whatever seems right in their own eyes.  And without Christ’s gift of pastors who can faithfully teach God’s people God’s word, do you Christians will be able to preserve and promote their unity?  Impossible! But it is when we think more and more biblically that we will grow in Christian unity.

d. Of course, we need love to preserve our unity. But we need more than love. We need biblical doctrines.

3. Therefore, if you are concern about Christian unity, then do must study biblical doctrines. You must not spare yourself the mental, emotional, and spiritual labor of studying biblical doctrines.

D. 4th, because how you live is conditioned upon and influence by what you believe.

1.
Rom 12:2 (READ)

a. “but” is a very strong adversative. And it implies that if you are to avoid being conformed to this world, then the only way to do it is by having yourself transformed. 

b. However, how can your be transformed? It begins by the renewing of your mind.

c. And how can your mind be renewed? Only through the study of God’s word, only through the study of biblical doctrines.

d. We are being bombarded with all sorts of ideas from the world. i.e. hedonistic ideas, occult ideas, materialistic ideas, new age ideas, feministic ideas, etc. And these ideas are, in a subtle way, molding the way we think and the way we live. So if you want not to be conformed to this world, then you have to study biblical doctrines.

2.
Jms 1:22 (READ)

a. It is a real possibility to be a mere hearer and not be a doer of God’s word; and we must avoid that danger. But nowhere does James envision a doer of God’s word who is not first a hearer of it. To be a doer, you must first be a hearer; although you can be a hearer without becoming a doer.

b. So if you really want to be a practical Christian, then you have to study biblical doctrines. For that is vital.

E. 5th, because your worship of God is conditioned upon and influenced by doctrine or what you believe.'

1.
A preacher once said: “Christians are meant to be worshippers, not theologians.” 

But can you really separate the two? You can’t.  For Christian worship is not done in a vacuum it is worship fueled by the biblical doctrines or truths that we believe.

2. We see this illustrated particular in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Chapter one is one long doxology where Paul praises and worships God.  And yet note what fires and fuels up Paul’s praise and worship? Biblical doctrines Eph 1:3f (READ).

a.
Doctrine of election VS 4

b.
Doctrine of predestination VS 5

c.
Doctrine of adoption VS 5

d.
Doctrine of redemption by blood VS 7

e.
Doctrine of Christ’s present mediatorial reign VSS 9-10
f.
Doctrine of the sealing with the Holy Spirit VS 14

3. And what bothers me with this modern notion of worship is that it is no longer Christian worship. It has become a pagan-like worship which is mindless worship. But Christian worship is not like that. Biblical truth is the fuel of worship and it is the Holy Spirit that ignites it.

4. Your worship will never rise higher than your knowledge of doctrines. You cannot worship deeply unless you think deeply upon biblical truths.

· Conclusion
1. “But studying doctrines can lead to barren intellectualism. It can lead to a proud and uncaring attitude?” Yes. And we must guard against the dangers and cry to God to safeguard us from it. But let us not throw the baby with the bath water. Throw the bath water but not the baby. For studying biblical doctrines is indispensable.

2. And this is exactly what we find the early church doing. Acts 2:42; Acts 19:8-10 (READ) 730 Bible Studies.

3. Therefore, I urge you to gird up the loins of your minds. Do not be mentally lazy. Follow carefully our studies and ponder these truths deeply. And cry to God your life will be transformed by the truths that we will study.

PART 2: THE PROPER ATTITUDE IN STUDYING DOCTRINES
· In setting fort the proper attitude in studying doctrines, let me set before you just a few texts 
of Scriptures.

I.
JAMES 1:19-25 


A.
Be a humble listener of God’s word 1:19-21 (READ).

1. God’s word is that which is able to save your soul, not just initially, but continually and finally. 

2. Therefore, in humility receive the word that is implanted. Don’t in pride quarrel with it. Don’t in pride react in anger and hostility. Be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.


B.
Be a doer and not just a hearer of God’s word 1:22-25 (READ).

1. Some people think that because they know a lot of things that the Bible teaches, then they must be really spiritual and doing well. But that is self-deception or delusion. 

2. God’s word acts to us like a mirror. It is meant to exposed and shows us where we are wrong in our thinking and in what we are doing. Therefore, once we have seen in what areas we are wrong in our thinking and what we are doing, then we must do something about them. Do not become a forgetful hearer and just be deluding yourself, but be an effectual doer.  Do not be like a man who looks at his natural face in the mirror, and then just completely walks away forgetting how he looked like. Be an effectual doer, thinking and what you are doing where God’s word has exposed you and do something to correct it. 



3.
And here remember the words of the Lord Jesus in Lk 8:18 (READ). 

II.
Acts 17:10-11
(READ)


A.
Notice here the beautiful balance. 

1. The Bereans did not regard it an insult to sit under the ministry of another. They did not have the mentality that they will never sit under the ministry of another; that they are just study the Scriptures by themselves and wait for the illumination of the Spirit; and that anything in addition to that is unspiritual.  NO! They received the word preached by Paul and his companions with great eagerness.'

2. However, they did not also stop at that. But linked closely with their great eagerness to received the word preached by Paul and his companions was their diligent and consistent examination to see whether the things they heard were truly Scriptural.

3. And how did the Holy Spirit through Luke describe them? Nit pickers? No. But more noble-minded. The Holy Spirit commends this attitude in studying doctrines. We must eager hear those who teach, but we must examine their teachings in the light of Holy Scriptures. i.e. “ Are they teachings according to Scriptures? Are they properly using the texts of Scriptures they are quoting? Are they teaching something that do not contradict other portions of Scriptures?” 

B. In our study of doctrines, this is the kind of attitude I want you to have. Hear me out carefully, but also diligently examine the Scriptures to see whether what I am teaching is really Scriptural or not.

1. If you can point out some inaccuracy in what I say, then I will count it a favor if you would correct me. For my desire and goal is to be as accurately as possible in my teaching the word of God.

2. However, let the touch stone of our discussions be the Scriptures. Not experience. Not mere stories you have heard. Not the opinion and judgments of men.

· Conclusion: So I hope this is the kind of attitude you will have in our study of biblical doctrines in the next several weeks and months.
